Cops Escort Protesters
Open Forum, Denver Post, sent 2014:December:5

Noticed a bunch of cop cars with lights, escorting a group with signs walking down Federal by Louisiana, presumably student protesters.  7 cars with lights is 7 to 14 police.  This group was 27 people, maybe a 10th of yesterday’s march.  Wish I could have seen their signs and probably encouraged them.  Yet half to a quarter cops to protestors is overkill, more intimidation that protection.  With a block long single lane, likely encouraging traffic is isolated from the protestors and the party with a point is dampened, deliberately?  What if the protest was about low police pay and onerous duty?  Surely Dispatch has more important issues than this extremely light duty.  Blocking traffic may have helped cause yesterday’s medically challenged driver to overload.  Again, police need critical-thinking on their balance between security and city hospitality.
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