What You Can Do

www.FlackCheck.org – Has a program called “Stand By Your Ad” which encourages us to contact our broadcasters and express discontent with their airing of inaccurate 3rd party ads.  These are ads (including from PACs, and Republican and Democrat organizations) that are spreading miss-information.  The broadcasters do NOT have to air them, but they choose to air them because they can charge top dollars.  They can, and should, insist on accuracy before airing such ads.  On FlackCheck.org you can see the Patterns of Deception used by these 3rd parties, and what an anti Abe Lincoln ad might look like.  They offer templates of emails to send to the broadcasters, but encourage you to edit those and make them more personal to be more effective.  Also, you should know that a copy of what you send will be archived at FlackCheck.org for their statistical analysis.  This info comes to us from Carolyn Lukensmeyer, Ph.D., Pres. & Founder of AmericaSpeaks.  www.AmericaSpeaks.org & www.GlobalVoices.org 

www.FactCheck.org – this is a sister site that shines the light on miss-information so you can make up your mind based on facts.

www.NoLabels.com - No Labels supports reforms, leaders and legislation that will help fix America’s broken government and break the stranglehold that the extremes currently have on our political process. Through grassroots efforts like Make Congress Work! campaign, they are working to break political gridlock and promote constructive discussion.  This site was mentioned by our panel of Mickey Edwards, Eleanor Clift, and Trevor Potter – I don’t remember which one of them!  Among other things, they advocate our legislators sit with, and occasionally dine with, those from the other party.  They need to return to knowing each other as people, and making up their own minds on issues, to break the party-line deadlock we are in now.  We need to encourage our legislators to cross those party lines.  Mickey Edwards wrote a book called The Parties Versus The People.
From that same panel came the opinion that negative ads have little to no effect changing peoples’ minds on who to vote for.  Their major effect is to keep the voters at home feeling their vote doesn’t count.  We need to shine the light on this practice and help voters see how they are being manipulated!  Their vote DOES count.

We have a similar issue with the plethora of Voter ID laws.  Eric Holder, our US Attorney General, says there is very little evidence of in-person voter fraud.  Voter ID laws seem designed to reduce the number of voters, especially minorities.  That is why LWV is fighting these laws with such energy.

If there are any like me frustrated w/ the electoral collage, there is a movement on called FairVote.  They promote ‘ranked voting’ where you rank your choices instead of just picking one.  This is already being used in some local elections, and is eliminating run-off situations.  They have enough states in their compact to control 132 Electoral College votes – 270 are needed to win.  If they get enough states to get the 270, majority vote will win!  I tried to look at www.FairVote.org but it didn’t come up for me.  I was able to look at www.FairVoteAZ.org which comes from Arizona.

I really like LWV’s site:  www.SmartVoter.org It gives a lot of information on races both locally and state wide.  Also election laws, what type of ballot, and political news for the state.  It is supposed to give your poll location, but mine didn’t show up – maybe our new 911 addresses haven’t been input yet.  It also helps people find our local LWV.

For fun – watch the homage to the suffrage movement using Lady Gaga’s song. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYQhRCs9IHM 

