Gun-Social

Some gun owners really need some socialization.  To bring these in social contact with like minded but more mature owners we could mandate that anyone who owns a gun must join a militia or hunting club.  Then we need to balance gun control and gun ownership with the regulation of militias that flesh out the idea, or find holes that burst this bubble.  Militia regulations should complement our partial gun bans.

Education is one key.  Hunter Safety classes cut way down on accidents. Everyone knows that you don’t point a gun at anyone unless you are willing to shoot them.  I’d extend this to play, where kids don’t point toy guns at people who aren’t playing - only the ‘bad guys.’ 

More germane is that your target is less important that what is behind your target.  You know from the firing range that you miss. This is Gun Safety culture, which associates guns with camaraderie, safety, service and protecting the innocent, rather than mayhem.  With gun ownership dropping, we can collect and connect the owners to preserve mature gun culture.

The military includes service as a strong component to their training.  Likewise, we need to include service and protection of the earth, innocents, as well as family and more, as strong, growing components of gun culture.  Boring but germane topics like gun storage should blossom with gun culture.

If a militia really want to work on tactics and strategy, they should liaise with military or National Guard.  Hunter clubs have Fish and Wildlife, and Forestry as liaison.  Protection has surpassed hunting in the last decade and this gun club should liaise with local or state police and perhaps share those town and house shooting ranges. All militias or clubs should liaise with some authority.  

To allay fears of government seizing guns militias should hold members’ records of gun buys and education.  Then when authorities run a background check for a new gun buy, you have a friendly but knowledgeable aide to provide a character reference and from records confirm you are well trained.  They may see a search warrant if a member goes postal, or just does something stupid.  This is not precisely the original meaning of  “A well regulated Militia,” but it should be the modern version.

Militias are a scary subject.  I don’t worry about religious, right and left wing militias as much as a Koch brothers or Rupert Murdoch sponsored militia.  Even mandating democratic organizations won’t fully block the power of rich guy subsidies.  And not to say that a business can’t sponsor a democratically run militia, but anyone who loans guns is a gun owner and must comply with several levels.   If a bike club forms a militia, is that double thunder and do they liaise with the state police or highway patrol?  If Mafia gunmen form a militia, the police liaisonship should be interesting, but might be a better tactic than convicting them for not paying taxes.  

Yet, Tim McVeigh tried to incite the right wing and religious militants, and failed.  He knew them.  Whether more mature heads prevailed, no clear objective or way out, or whatever, they did not rise.  None of the recent slaughters would have happened if a fellow member had asked, James Holmes why he was building such an arsenal and “what you’re going to study now,” or asked Eric and Dylan, “what the hell you are doing and can I give you some advice on bullies?” Can militias become a mature partner across the political spectrum, or am I begging the question, since I started here?  Contrarily, the tribal and warlord militias of Libya were instrumental in securing their Arab Spring and then hindered the drive to democracy.  Again the hope and the fear, and will we get the balance right?   

Can we blend these regulations with our partial gun bans to make a working system that will compete or top the record of the banning world?  Gun Social crosses these two continua, guns and maturity.  It’s so crazy it might work,,,, or burst the bubble?  All are invited.  

